In 1897 there was published by the Medical Times and Gazette an introductory lecture to a course of forensic medicine by me, in which I dealt with the history of medical jurisprudence and criminal procedure in primitive and mediaeval times.1 In that lecture I devoted some attention to the principal writers on forensic medicine in the earlier centuries, but purposively refrained from touching the history of the subject in the nineteenth century, on the ground that that would have demanded a separate chapter for itself.
It is my purpose, however, in these lectures to give some account of the progress of that science during the past century and bring to notice the men who did so much during that period to advance it. One of the most This was a somewhat ambitious programme, but it was approached in three sections, viz., (1) a study of hairs of the mammalian group of animals excluding human hairs; (2) a study of human hairs; and (3) a study of transverse or cross sections of the hairs of the animals of both groups. This last was prompted in order to arrive at an opinion of value whether the hairs of animals belonging to the same zoological order, sub-order, or family revealed similar or diverse characteristics, so that identification of the hairs of an order, sub-order, or family might or might not be reasonably possible. It was also of importance by investigation to discover whether, in the case of human hairs, there were any specific differences having regard to sex, the age of the subject, and the site of the body from which the hairs were taken. It was intended to embrace in this study also the different pigment colours presented by human hairs.
The zoological classification of the mammalian group adopted in the work was that given by Flower and Lydekker, which consists of 9 orders; and of these, specimens from 85 families, including man, wTere dealt with. From a great variety of sources samples of the hairs of all the animals within the mammalian group, with a few exceptions, and not, of course, including the hairless mammals, were obtained during the three years the research occupied.
In order to give permanent record to the microscopic appearances of the hairs, photo-micrography played an important part. The microscopic examination involved not merely hairs in their longitudinal plane, but also in cross section. Early in the research it was discovered that the cross-sectioning of hair is not an easy matter.
Much experimentation had to be undertaken before the difficulties were overcome, as they were overcome.
^he cross-sectioning of hairs afforded the most valuable information relative to the possible identification of one class of hair from another even in the same group or family.
The net result of the investigation has been that no fewer than 1,600 photo-micrographs have been taken and placed on permanent record, this number including cross sections in large numbers. So far as I know, the range of work dealt with in this research far exceeds anything which has been done previously, and is of high taxonomic value. 18 The foregoing concludes my attempt to give a succinct account of the outstanding stages of progress in forensic medicine during the nineteenth and the first quarter of the twentieth centuries.
